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When Jack Mercy died, he left behind a lot of enemies...and a ranch worth nearly twenty million

dollars. Now his three daughtersâ€”each born of a different marriage, and each unknown to the

othersâ€”are gathered to hear the reading of the will.Willa, the only one who knew her father, boldly

expects that everything will be hers. Tess, who has reluctantly flown in from Hollywood, just hopes

to fly back with as much cash as possibleâ€”as soon as possible. And Lily Mercy would be grateful

for anything; she has learned to expect disappointment, even cruelty, from men.But the women are

shocked to learn that before any of them can inherit, they must live together on the ranch for one

year. They are sisters...and strangers. Now they face a challenge: to put their bitterness aside and

live like family. To protect each other from dangerâ€”and unite against an enemy who threatens to

destroy all. And finally, to weave together three very different worlds in this beautiful and isolated

place called Montana.... --This text refers to the Audio CD edition.
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While I liked the story of three sisters who meet for the first time after their father dies and leaves

them all a huge ranch-as long as they all live there for a year together-it was not the best plotted of

Ms. Roberts stories and several things kind of drove me nuts from about half-way through till the

end. I'm talking about common sense things that everyone else would do, but her characters don't

seem to even consider. I'm talking about actions that affect life and death situations! In addition, it

felt like another storyline was tacked onto the end of the story--sprung on unsuspecting readers- just



to drag it on little longer. That said, the stories lines had a satisfying resolution, the action was good

and I liked the characters. But READER BEWARE, this is a different kind of Nora Roberts...very

graphic violence. I felt like it was Nora meets CJ Box. I totally expect this stuff in his books-it makes

sense for his stories and characters, but it really was too much for her. The same book, with a little

less gore and one less story line would be more in line with what you expect. But this mash-up of

romance and gory violence didn't quite work.

I enjoyed the beginning premise of this to a certain point. But what bothered me is the book is an

absolute "gore fest"! And believe me, I'm not a weenie who insists on hearts and flowers! Even for

Nora Roberts I considered this brutal....and descriptively unnecessary. So be forewarned....we're

dealing with mutilation of humans and animals. And the book is interminably long, so yes, it drags in

some parts.That said, the ending kept you guessing.

While this story has been is dated and well read as one of NRoberts best, had a seriously time

finishing due to a total dislike for main character, Willa. Yes she had a tough time and job running

her father's ranch, leading the men and keeping all things going, but just once in a while she could

have let a bit of her feminine side show, just a small bit. Rather she physically fights and hits her

"love" interest? Seriously, who does that? Barely made it through to the end. If not for the other

interesting characters, would have abandon the tale.

The death of her father took Willa Mercy by surprise - he hadn't even told her he was sick. Finding

out that the cold man who she'd tried her entire life to please had left a will that took away the home

she'd grown up in and the ranch she'd worked on for her entire life and split it between herself and

two half-sisters she'd never even met, demanding that to get anything, they all had to live together

on Mercy ranch for a year, is a betrayal that she can't even process. Then, still reeling from that

affront, Willa stumbles across the butchered carcass of one of her cattle. And the only animal who

would do something like that...is man. As three strangers struggle with each other and the legacy of

the unbending, frigid man who was their father, a psychotic killer stalks Mercy and threatens them

all.It was 1997 when I first read Montana Sky. I'd never read anything quite like it, and it turned me

on to the exquisite blend of romance and suspense and mystery that Roberts is so acclaimed at

writing. Since then, I've read almost every book Roberts has published, regardless of

genre.Montana Sky is, at its core, a story about the bonds of family - those shared through blood

and those born and nurtured through affection, dedication, and love. Three sisters first meet, then



spark off each other as they start to know each other, eventually like each other...mostly, then love

each other - unquestionably. As those tentative family bonds are laid, so too are the bonds with

three impressive men who love them. It's heartwarming and horrifying at turns, and despite its age,

has a timelessness that keeps it from feeling dated. It's still one of my favorites of Roberts, despite

having a few issues with it as a whole.It's quite long, first of all, and despite Roberts using that

length to develop every aspect of the plot sufficiently, I still felt like there were some parts that could

have been trimmed down and streamlined in the plot and in the narrative. A few superfluous scenes

bogged down the pacing from time to time. I would have also preferred to have Willa and Ben be the

sole romance, as the relationships between Adam and Lily and Tess and Nate were quite clearly

not the focus of the story and weren't given enough room to really expand into three dimensions,

either. And despite the fact that Willa and Ben's relationship is the backbone of the romantic aspects

in the book, the conclusion of that relationship arc felt a little less satisfying than those of Lily and

Tess and their loves. That's personal preference and opinion, of course.Despite those few issues,

Montana Sky is a compelling, sweeping saga - still a compelling and sweeping saga, actually, and is

rich and decadent with the benefits of Roberts' lyricism of prose and her unparalleled ability to draw

a reader into the scenes of the book so completely that you can smell the snow on the mountain

peaks after a blizzard and feel the trickle of sweat down your spine when the characters are

stringing the fences. I loved revisiting this book after so many years and so many fond Roberts'

memories.A caution to sensitive readers: there are scenes that dip into the deranged psychosis of a

killer's mind and detail the savagery of his crimes - not to gruesome levels (though that's

subjective), but definitely far more than just glossing over them. This is not simply a contemporary

romance and does have brutally dark edges more commonly found in romantic suspense or

thrillers. It may be too graphic in some places for some readers.Reviewed for One Good Book

Deserves Another.

Some of Nora Roberts' books are kind of predictable and you just know that her heart wasn't fully

into writing the book. This one is different! It's like a trilogy packed into one book and she does it

beautifully!I fell in love with several characters and was sad when I read the last page because the

book was over. It's like seeing a movie that's too good to take a bathroom break during it no matter

how bad you gotta go!My only complaint is that she got her bad guys a little mixed up. She wrote a

murder scene in which she NAMED the bad guy then at the final climatic scene the other bad guy

talks about doing the murder. There's another nasty scene in which the one bad guy was written as

he was gleeful that his "victim" came across the scene but the other bad guy took credit for it as



well.So, TWO bad guys! Write down in a note to yourself when one bad guy is specifically named as

doing the bad deed and see if YOU find that the bad guy changes at the end of the book. I would

like to hear from you if you spot the boo boo's!An excellent read for the money. Absolutely one of

this author's best. My FAVORITE are the stories included in THE INVITATION.Happy Reading!

I was looking for a nice escape....this became way too violent. I couldn't finish it! :-( If I'd wanted to

read a violent, gory murder novel, that's the genre I would have bought from. Yuck.

It is what it is. Got tired of all the "she/he/they want sex" paragraphs. Yawn. Had nice somewhat

accurate descriptions of ranches.
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